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NEWSWORTHY

MURRAY PARK LIBRARY,
MALVERN,
JOHANNESBURG

The Johannesburg Development
Agency (JDA), on behalf of the City
of Johannesburg’s Community Deve-
lopment Department, has commenced
the construction of the long-awaited
upgrades to the Murray Park Library,
located in Malvern, Johannesburg.
First opened in 1957, Murray Park
Library has been a cornerstone
of knowledge and community
engagement for over six decades.
Recognising its importance as a hub
for education and enrichment, the
JDA spearheads a comprehensive
redevelopment project to modernise
and revitalise this beloved institution.
The upgrade of Murray Park Library is
part of the Inner City Eastern Gateway
Urban Development Framework,
reflecting the City’s commitment
to enhancing infrastructure and
services for its residents. Upon
completion, the renovated library
will serve as a beacon of learning
and culture for Malvern and
surrounding communities.

The Murray Park Library upgrade
project will be in two phases,
with phase one focusing on
foundational elements and phase
two concentrating on constructing
the two-story library structure.

Phase 1 encompasses critical
groundwork such as site clearance,
construction of retaining walls, and
foundational preparations. Phase 2
will see the construction of the state-
of-the-art library facility, spanning
approximately 2,000m2. The ground
floor will feature a general library
space, a study area for children,
meeting rooms, study centres, and
essential amenities.
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Waterfall Walk marks a milestone for Midrand as Abcon Developments breaks
ground on this new bespoke shopping destination; an upmarket convenient
shopping mall set to transform the local retail landscape.

Located next to Hertford Office Park and BMW Midrand at the bustling corner
of Allandale and Bekker Road, Waterfall Walk promises a blend of convenience
and variety for the node. This 4,430m2 development features 26 stores and 235
parking bays, ensuring ample space for shoppers and visitors alike. Designed by
Boogertman + Partners with the community in mind, Waterfall Walk aims to cater
to everyday needs while introducing an array of exciting brands to the area.

Abcon Developments MD, Bryce O'Donnell says: "We understand the importance
of convenience in today’s fast-paced world. Waterfall Walk is designed to offer
an effortless shopping experience, providing a variety of essential services and
premium retailers all in one easily accessible location. We believe that by focusing
on simplicity and convenience, we are creating a space where people can enjoy
their shopping without the hassle of navigating a large mall."

Waterfall Walk goes beyond just shopping; it’s a community hub designed
for modern lifestyles. With amenities like a dry fountain, lush landscaping and
family parking bays, it ensures a pleasant and engaging experience for all visitors:
“Waterfall Walk is strategically located to serve not only the local community but
also the surrounding commercial hubs and office parks. By providing a curated
mix of stores and services, we are addressing the needs of busy professionals who
seek quick, quality options close to their workplaces. This development reflects
our commitment to enhancing the daily lives of those who live and work in the
Waterfall area.”

PROJECT WATCH

<2 SIP

project managers

SIP Project Managers
PROJECT MANAGER
021 511 3040
sipct@sippm.co.za
www.sippm.co.za

SPOORMAKER
2 PARTNERSA

Spoormaker & Partners
MECHANICAL ENGINEER
021 423 6955
info@spoormaker.co.za
www.spoormaker.co.za

JONO Trust Professional Planners
TOWN PLANNER

021 532 1249
planning@jonotrust.co.za

CAPE STATION

AR

FEESRRENOEGE RO B

Boogertman

4+ Partners

Boogertman + Partners
ARCHITECT

012 429 7300
mail@boogertmanpta.co.za
www.boogertmanandpartners.com

(& SAFETYCON

Safetycon

HEALTH & SAFETY CONSULTANT
021 914 1350
jaques@safetycon.co.za
www.safetycon.co.za

¢
\
solid{qi3aY

Solid Green Consulting
EDGE CERTIFICATION
011 447 2797
hello@solidgreen.co.za
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CAPE STATION

he forecourt of Cape Town Station, a landmark in the Cape Town CBD, has
been reimagined by Boogertman + Partners for the Eris Property Group as a
vibrant new mixed-use space that includes 6,700m? of modern retail space,
accommodation for 3,085 students and a world-class public square.

The new development was conceptualised to serve students attending the
nearby Cape Peninsula University of Technology (CPUT) but is open to students
from any institution seeking quality affordable accommodation in the city. It has
been designed and built according to Department of Higher Education (DHET)
standards as NSFAS-accredited accommodation.

The development shifts Cape Station’s character from a predominantly transport
and railway-related node to a densified multi-purpose urban neighbourhood,
embracing the potential of the site to inject new urban life into this part of the
city. It aims to strengthen and restore aspects of the urban design in the area
while consolidating the nature of this historical precinct and creating a new
urban landmark.

The Site

The site is unusual in this part of the city in that it stands alone in the surrounding
urban landscape rather than abutting buildings on all three sides. As a result, its
design demanded a high degree of sensitivity to its urban context. At the same

CAPE STATION
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time, however, it offered multiple opportunities
to celebrate aspects of the city’s heritage and
enhance its urban design while managing an
important transition in the evolution of the city.

Design Elements

The retail space is accommodated on the base
level, while the student housing block (topping
out at 20 storeys) rises above it, forming two
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L-shaped blocks that are tied together to form a
large courtyard.

The ‘massing’ of the student block was carved
out in response to complex heritage, urban and
contextual drivers, which include the allowable
heights related to the scale of the nearby
buildings, as well as a careful consideration
of the key views up and down the surrounding
streets and vistas of Table Mountain. Thus, each
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elevation responds individually to its own specific
parameters, while the whole is resolved into a
cohesive, flowing, unified design.

Along the main urban artery of Adderley
Street, the building echoes the horizontal nature
of the station concourse and reflects the scale
of the buildings opposite. The northern facade
relates to the height of the 60m Paul Sauer
building and views of Table Mountain, while

CAPE STATION

the southern facade steps down to relate to
the buildings on Adderley Street. The eastern
elevation is scaled according to the city blocks
on the skyline, but also in relation to the large,
flat expanse of the station platform and to the
rhythm and proportions of the existing concourse
building’s sandstone facade panels. From the
ground to the fourth storey, the building creates
a frame for the square.
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Contemporary Interpretation

Aesthetically, the design for Cape Station
involves a contemporary reinterpretation of
the predominantly modernist face of the built
environment in this area of the city, responding
to the light material fabric of the surrounding

buildings. Its scale is sensitively broken down
into smaller portions on the fagade, with variations
in pattern and colour articulated with seamlines.
Parts of the building even appear to be floating
as a result of cuts in the mass, which also allow
natural light into the courtyards. The social

CAPE STATION

breakout spaces and courtyards are encased in a
figure-of-eight massing to maximise the building’s
exposure to natural light.

From an urban design perspective, two
historical city grids intersect at the station: the
historic Dutch city grid, and the modernist layout

CAPE STATION

of the Foreshore. The new building has been
designed to moderate this transition. Among
its priorities were an imperative to strengthen
the street-facing edge along Adderley Street
and its response to the surrounding city grid,
and to re-establish a green link that runs from
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Table Mountain through the suburban fabric of
the Gardens area and on to the sea, which had
become tenuous in the area around the station.

The new precinct was intentionally designed
to facilitate pedestrian movement — opening two
urban corridors — and to encourage the use of
public transport. One corridor enables direct
pedestrian access between Strand Street and
the railway station (at the same time establishing a
grand entrance) while the other extends Riebeek
Street into the Galleria. Along the same axis, a new

GROUND FLOOR PLAN
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bridge penetrates through the station concourse
building. Parking space was minimised, but, as
a major transport interchange, the site has easy
access to trains, buses and taxis.

The character of the precinct merges the public
and civic nature of the station square with the
more private and social nature of the student
accommodation. The buildings wrap around to
create a public square; its four-storey facade in
this area imparts a grand civic atmosphere to
the retail section.

LEVEL 1 PLAN
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While the shops and square are open to the
public — the shops intend to serve the needs of
the students who live in the building, as well as
commuters and the broader community living and
working in the city — the student accommodation
is accessed via a lobby on the first floor, subtly
distinguishing public and private realms, and
supporting access control and the security of
the residential units. Two of the rooftop levels
(level 4 and 14) feature roof gardens with sports
facilities and breakout spaces.
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Conclusion

The updated Cape Station precinct introduces
a new civic icon and an important transitional
architectural intervention into the evolution of
the Cape Town CBD - densifying, diversifying
and breathing new life into this part of the
city. It sensitively navigates the relationship
between heritage and contextual factors, while
strengthening, re-establishing and restoring
others, and forging an exciting future for
the city centre.



To view the full publication visit: https://joom.ag/xHyd




