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aterfall Walk is a premium open-air retail
centre just off the Allandale/N1 interchange in
Midrand, Johannesburg. Its care aimis to offer

a welcoming and enjoyable shopping experience to daily
shoppers through a combination of architectural elegance,
convenience and a high-quality retail environment.
Conceived as distinctly modern but accessible, Waterfall
Walk was designed to attract shoppers seeking an

elevated retail experience at a comfartable and vibrant
neighbourhood centre suited to both quick errands and
leisurely visits. The tenant mix balances everyday essentials
with lifestyle and leisure offerings across a gross lettable
area of 4431me. Anchaored by Woolworths Food, Woolworths
Café and Clicks, the centre includes fashion bautigues, health
and beauty outlets, coffee shops and eateries.

DESIGN CONCEPT

Boogertman + Partners envisioned Waterfall Walk’s
architecture as an exercise in simplicity and elegance,
underpinned by thoughtful spatial planning and a
saphisticated, premium material palette.

The architectural language is characterised by clean
lines softened with subtle curves. Organic concrete
canopies frame key entrances and seating areas,
providing shelter and serving as sculptural focal points.
The interplay between clean lines and organic curves,
particularly in the forms of the concrete canaopies,
introduces visual interest and architectural refinement.
Overall, the design prioritises natural light and fresh air;
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and offers generous access to outdoor seating around the
cafés, restaurants and retail outlets.

Ease of accessis central to the visitor experience with
direct shopfrontaccess fram on-grade parking. A key
innavation lies in the structure of the walkways, where
steel canopy columns are integrated into the shopfronts
to form the roof’s supporting beams. This approach
remaves the visual clutter of traditional standalane
columns, resulting in an open, unobstructed walkway that
improves pedestrian flow, increases shapfront visibility
and enables a seamless transition from the parking area.

Atthe heart of the centre is a vibrant gathering space
framed by two restaurants. Their outdoor seating
averlooks landscaped gardens and a sculptural water
feature with views towards Allandale Road. This central
zone forms a natural social hub that encaurages
relaxation and interaction. A dedicated staff pause
area offers tenant staff a comfortable space to unwind
separate from customer-facing areas.

MATERIAL PALETTE

Steel, concrete, glass and timber are used to establish
arefined and cohesive architectural language. Bamboo
camposite camponents are paired with black steel to
create distinctive roof canopies, fagades and screening
elements. The compaosite material was selected for

its cansistency and versatility, allowing its use across
balustrades, extruded aluminium pergolas, freestanding
screens and facade cladding.

CONTINUED ®
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This continuity reinforces a polished and unified visual
identity. Planters throughout the walkways contribute
biophilic elements that saften the industrial tones and
create aninviting environment.

Another notable feature is the signage, custom-designed
by Boogertman + Partners in a restricted black-and-
white palette, which strengthens visual cohesion and
elevates the centre’s overall aesthetic. It also cantributes
toaconsistent brand experience and reinfarces the
development’s premium paositioning.

SUSTAINABILITY

Although Waterfall Walk does not hold formal
sustainability ratings, it incarparates a range of practical,
environmentally conscious measures. Its open-air design
enhances comfart while reducing reliance on mechanical
ventilation. Provision for solar panels supparts comman-
area energy needs, while LED lighting improves efficiency.
Clerestory windows in the largest anchor tenant space
maximise daylight, reducing the need faor artificial
lighting. Walkway canopies provide shade that minimises
solar heat gain an shopfronts and reduces the need for

mechanical cooling. Bamboo composite cladding makes
fora sustainable alternative to conventional materials.
The landscaping features indigenous, drought-resistant
planting that supports biodiversity while requiring very
little artificial irrigation. The integration of planters
and trees into walkways and seating areas improves air
quality, offers shade and creates a pleasant pedestrian
environment. Tenants are encouraged to use low-
cansumption electrical fittings and energy-efficient bulbs.
Together, these measures demonstrate a commitment to
operational efficiency, environmental responsibility and
impraved user comfort.

CONCLUSION

Waterfall Walk’s design establishes a convenient retail

and leisure destination thatis well integrated with the
neighbouring Waterfall Ridge centre. It introduces a lively but
sophisticated visitor experience within the broader precinct
and contributes to an elevated sacial enviranment. The
developmentalso involved upgrades to publicinfrastructure,
including roads, landscaping and green spaces, improving
accessihility and the overall appeal of the area.

Boogertman

4+ Partners

Professional team

Tel: +27 (0)11 790 1600
Email:info@boogertman.com
www.hoogertmanandpartners.com

Development manager: Abcon Developments Project manager: Abcon Developments Leasing
manager: Dorpstraat Architect: Boogertman + Partners Town planners: Abcon Developments | Craft
Quantity surveyor: Quanticost Civil & structural engineer: Kantey & Templer Consulting Engineers
Electrical engineer: MNS Consulting Engineers Mechanical engineer: Q-Mech Consulting Engineers
Wet services: Wills Franklin Pretaorius Fire engineer: Ronald Koekemoer & Associates Health & safety
consultant: Cairnmead Industrial Consultants Main contractor: Mike Buyskes Construction
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